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I. Status in 1919
As one of several papers covering bituminous materials under the general heading of Review, Analysis and Forecast, it appears

that before discussing present practice and future possibilities, we must have a look at the past.
With only California experience as a background, this paper does not adequately present conditions or development elsewhere;

however, one must look beyond the boundaries of this state for historical data on cutback asphalts prior to 1929. It appears that the
first use of cutback asphalts was made by Mr. Prevost Hubbard in the grounds of Cornell University in 1909. While there is no doubt
that solvents were used with asphalts more than twenty years ago, nevertheless the amount consumed in the United States in 1919
was still quite small and used mainly for surface treatment, and in the preparation of cold patch mixtures.

Mr. A.H. Hinkle reports that a few barrels were tried out in Ohio in 1917. High prices, particularly of the gasoline solvent,
hindered further work until 1922 or 1923, when further experiments were made in the state of Indiana under Mr. Hinkle's direction.
Within a short time, shipments were being made in carload lots and used for surface treating traffic-bound roads.

The practice of blading or dragging stone chip surfaces was developed about the same time, and the so-called retread type of
construction came into existence using a comparatively light grade of cutback which would permit the necessary preliminary blading
and mixing in place.
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